SEPTEMRBER, 1913.

DAMAGE.

The damage from the hot and dry weather can hardly
be estimated at this time. All crops suffered more or
less, but of the staple crops cotton appears to have been
damaged most and corn least. The latter crop had been
largely harvested before the drought became serious, and
some of the cotton had also been picked. The official
crop report of September 1 gave the condition of cotton
in Texas as 64 per cent against an average of 72 per cent
for the previous 10 years, while that of corn was 78 per
cent against a 10-year average of 74 per cent. The yield
of hay was given as 1.16 tons per acre against a 10-year
average of 1.48 tons per acre. The boll weevil added to
the damage suffered by cotton, especially in southwestern
and southern counties. In many sections of the State the
water supply for man and beast depends upon the rain-
fall, and in such sections a large number of cisterns and
reservoirs became exhausted, while streams were gener-
ally at low-water mark and some river beds entirely dry.

PREVIOUS DROUGHTS.

While droughty conditions occur locally in one or an-
other section of this vast State almost annually, there
are only five years since 1888 in which droughts of more
or less severity occurred over considerable areas and in
which the total rainfall for the crop season was at least
4 inches less than the normal. The following table
shows these droughty years, together with the total pre-
cipitation for the crop-growing season and the departures

from the normal. The condition of the season for 1913
has been added for purposes of comparison.
Year. Spring. |Departure.| Summer. | Departure. deg:é“’llm_
Inches. Inches. Inches. Inches. Inches.
6.84 —2.01 5.93 -2.82 -4,
4.57 —4.28 4,95 —3.80 ~8.08
6.82 —2.03 5.28 —3.47 —5.50
5.69 ~3.16 7.94 —0.81 -3.97
8.05 -0.80 4.52 —4.23 —5.03
6.26 —2.59 6.16 —-2.59 —5.18

From the foregoing table it will be seen that the year
1896 showed the greatest shortage of precipitation dur-
ing the crop-growing season, but it had good rains dur-
ing the winter and fall. In 1893 every month except No-
vember showed a shortage, and in 1901 every month
except September. The drought of 1910 was probably
severer than that of the current year, and the rainfall for
July and August was greater by 0.07 inch than for the
same period in 1913; but the preceding month of June
was unusually dry in 1910, with a shortage of 1.53 inches,
while in 1918 June was wetter than normal.

HOT WINDS.

Occasionally the northern and western portions of the
State are visited by hot winds from the south and south-
west, which usually occur during the passage of an area
of low pressure and are exceedingly trying to animal and
plant life on account of their withering effect, and for
that reason deserve passing notice in this connection.
During the last two days of June, 1907, such winds oc-
curred over a large area of northern and western Texas
with temperatures ranging from 110° to 117°, causing
serious damage to vegetation. At Ballinger, where the
thermometer registered 116°, the heat was sufficient to
kill shrubbery and cause the leaves to fall from the trees.
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NOTES.

The following notes have been extracted from reports
of correspondents and cooperative observers for July
and August, 1913:

Big Spring.—July: Crop prospects are good in most of the
county. August: Hot winds ruined the cotton crop in the last
three weeks, cutting it in two. Early feed is good for the most
part. ’

Boerne—July: The prospect for a full crop of cotton has
been destroyed by heat and want of rain. August: There was no
rain in the last 63 days to do any good. This has materially
reduced cotton crop, garden truck, sweet potatoes, and tomatoes.

Canadian.—July : Corn was blasted by hot winds on the 14th,

15th, and 16th. August: There were 18 days with temperature
100° or higher, of which 13 occurred consecutively.
. Corsicana.—July: Crops are better in this county than imme-
diately west and south. August: Some cotton will make only
half a bale per acre. Prospects for cotton are not now as good as
was expected.

Gorham.—July : The weather was very hot and dry, with quite
a bit of wind that was very damaging to all growing crops. Corn
is all about ripe, but of poor quality. Cotton plants are small
and very much in need of moisture. August: The weather was
hot and dry. The last half of the month was very severe on cot-
ton and other plant life.

Hondo.~—July: The weather was dry and hot and the boll
weevil is hurting cotton. A general rain is needed. August:
The weather continued dry, good for cotton picking, but the crop
has been cut short on account of the boll weevil. A good general
rain is needed.

Jewett.—July: The weather was hot, dry, and sultry. The
corn is all burnt up and nothing but young cotton will be saved by
rain now. August: The weather was bhot and dry. Cotton is
coming In rapidly.

Sealy.—July: The crops are suffering badly on account of the
terrible heat and drought which is cutting the cotton crop con-
siderably below what it was last year. August: The precipita-
tion was somewhat heavier than last month, but consisted only of
local showers. There is plenty of moisture in some places, and
probably not half a mile away everything is burnt up. A hard
rain right now would mean much damage to cotton, as the greater
part of it is still In the field. i

Cucro—July: The cotton is very much in need of a good rain.

Flint.—July: The cotton is nearly gone. All other crops have
been damaged by the dry weather.

Fowlerton.—July: The drought did not hurt the crops, as the
heavy rains of June were enough to offset the dry weather.

Snyder.—July: The crops in this section are very good. Cot-
ton and feed will be plentiful.

Spur—July: All crops are late, but now growing well. The
early cotton that was damaged by the drought has been largely
replaced by feed stuff.

Sutherland Springs.—July: The cotton looks bad and the crop
will be short.

Angleton.—August : Three-fourths of the boll squares have
fallen, due to the wet weather and the boll weevil. The wet
weather also damaged corn standing in the fleld.

Archer City.—August: Crops have been damaged severely by
the hot and dry weather. The supply of stock water has been ex-
hausted.

Goree.—August: Hot winds in July and dry weather in Au-
gust have ruined cotton, which is from 25 to 50 per cent behind
last year’s yleld.

Kaufman—August: The month closed with 59 dry days since
the last general rain. The two showers in August were local.

Lubbock.—August: The drought continues and crop conditions
decreased steadily during the month.

Marathon.—August: Fairly good rains in most sections of the
county have been a great help to grass. Gardens in some places
are good without irrigation; not so good in others.

Paducah.—August: Owing to the light rainfall in July and
August, crops are almost a failure. Grass is dead and crops are
badly scorched.

Plemons.—August : The dry weather and hot winds have de-
stroyed crops in this community. The grass is very short and
stock of all kinds is suffering.

" Tulie.—August: Crops are in bad shape and but little grain
will be raised.

Winfleld.—All late crops have suffered for water, especlally
cotton and sugar cane.



